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Submissions for the next issue of the Chat
Next Chat “deadline”:  Input would be appreciated by 10th May, but can probably be
accepted a few days after this date - please check with the editor.
Please email articles to the editor at charltonchat@yahoo.co.uk or by post/hand delivery to
Peter Holland, 25 Park Street, Charlton, or phone 01666 823719.
Do you know anyone outside the village who would like to receive a copy of Charlton Parish
Chat? Annual subscription - £5.     Call Marion Adkins on 824684
Small ads . . .
Charlton Chat accepts adverts from local people, businesses and organisations.
Per issue,  a small display box, approx. a twelfth of a page costs £1;
                  a quarter page £5;
                  a half-page £10 and
                  a full page £20.
Contact the editor, or Marion Adkins 824684

Good news!Good news!Good news!
The sun is shining, springThe sun is shining, springThe sun is shining, spring
seems to have arrived,seems to have arrived,seems to have arrived,
although one cannot be
really sure these days,

andandand Royal Royal Royal
Mail has atMail has atMail has at
last broughtlast broughtlast brought
our new mailour new mailour new mail
box intobox intobox into
service.service.service.



2

CHARLTON PARISH CHAT APRIL-MAY  25 -  PARISH COUNCIL NOTES

Lodges gate off the B4040 at Charlton
Bridge – Shindig’s Red Gate.  There will be
stewards to show you where to park and
where to go from there.

Shindig Festival’s Charlton Parish
Tickets

Shindig are offering a Charlton Parish
special price for weekend tickets – enter
your postcode in the ‘promo code’ box at
the top of the page.  You will see that this
is about one-third of the full price and
less than a half even of the local area
price – a very generous offer.

Other Festivals in Charlton Park this year
(no Charlton special deals):

Existance (that’s not a spelling error by
us!) – for a 2nd year – 12-15 June.

David’s Tent – also for their 2nd year –
 21-24 August.

Elm Hill Defibrillator
The Elm Hill defibrillator for the rural
area  of the  Parish has been  ordered but

Contd...

Defibrillator Training
· Just in case this issue of the Chat is distributed early …
· There will be (free) defibrillator training in the Village Hall on Sat 29 Mar 9.30-11.30

am.  Please arrive before 9.30 am.
· Readers might like to bear in mind that 80% of heart attacks happen at home, so you

may be the one to save the life of the person you live with!  A good reason to attend
the training every couple of years or so.

Annual Parish Meeting
· Saturday 5 April in the Village Hall, doors open at 1030am for a cup of coffee/tea and

a biscuit before an 1100 start.  We aim to finish by about 1230-1245pm.
· All welcome.  Especially anyone new to the village or wider Parish.
· There will be reports by the PC Chairman and our Wiltshire Cllr and the

opportunity to ask them questions.
· Also an item about the Village Hall’s role as the Community Emergency Hub – come

and find out what this is about.

Shindig Festival 22-25 May
As announced in the last Chat - Shindig
festival is coming to Charlton Park.
They say they are a family-friendly
festival with lots of activities for
children – and for that reason they
schedule themselves in half-term.

Like WOMAD, they have invited
residents of the parish to visit free on
Thursday, 22 May, between 3pm and
midnight.

Entrance will be, like with WOMAD, by
means of a letter which you obtain from
the Parish Clerk.  The letter allows in a
small household group – you will not
need one for every person going in.

Send a stamped self-addressed
envelope stating how many letters
you need to the Parish Clerk - M R
Bromley Gardner, Coombe Cottage,
Charlton SN16 9DR.

Unlike with WOMAD, you will not
be able to walk in – you must drive
in   (or   cycle)   through   the   South
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we do not yet know the delivery date.
It may be operational by the time this
Chat is distributed, of if not should be
soon after.The Malmesbury League of
Friends are contributing a very
generous £1500 towards the cost, for
which we thank them.
It will be located at the Elm Hill area
(SN16 9DS), at the junction of Pink
Lane and Pond Lane, on an external
and easily-accessible wall of Great
Elm Farm (with the kind permission
of the farmer) just off Pond Lane.

It will be in a locked container.  The code
number will be given to those residents in
the local area – if you haven’t got it ask the
Parish Clerk.

Parish Council Election
Local elections are on 1 May 25.  This
includes both Wiltshire Council and all
Town and Parish Councils in Wiltshire.
For anyone new to the village or Parish –
our Polling Station is the Village Hall.

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING
for St John the Baptist Church

7.00pm Tuesday 6th May 2025
Charlton Church

The APGM is open to all to attend.

Reverend Bob will lead the APCM and we will reflect on the past year and look forward
to the future.

Come and hear what the PCC is planning for the future of the church in Charlton.
If you are interested in joining the Electoral Roll please email Kate Badcock
katebadcock@doctors.org.uk
During the meeting the Churchwardens and Parochial Church Council (PCC) members
for the coming year will be elected.

Everyone will be welcome.
Refreshments will be available from 6.45pm

Lent Lunch
12.30 pm Tuesday 3rd April at Walnut Tree Cottage

All are welcome to come and enjoy a light lunch of soup and cheese.
Details from Janet 825482 or Marion 824684
Braydon Brook Churches, together with Crudwell Primary School, are fundraising for
Centre Point throughout Lent and donations for lunch will be part of our fundraising
activities.
Lent Lunches are taking place throughout the Braydon Brook Benefice. Full details
can be found on the website: braydonbrook.co.uk 
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Wiltshire Farming Club - Malmesbury Club.

The Wiltshire Farming Club was formed originally in 1928, as the Dairy Students Club and
organised by a Mrs Ida Bull, who was apparently a very formidable lady who was very good
at getting everyone to do what was necessary and extract support from businesses to keep
the show on the road. There were at one time 7 Districts and mainly in the North of the
county and a membership that was over a thousand.

Sadly those day’s are long gone and there are now only 3 Clubs, Marlborough, Poulshot
near Devizes and our Malmesbury Club. The other two have a membership of around 30
members each, whereas ours has dropped to about half, and if it wasn’t for Joyce Smith,
who with her late husband Don, retired back to Charlton, where her parents had farmed as
tenants of the Charlton Park Estate, would have disappeared along with the others that
have.

We meet in the afternoon of the second Tuesday of the month, in Charlton Village Hall,
unless there is an away visit, as we had recently to the Alvan Blanch Development
Company, who are at Chedworth, Crudwell, and were established in 1952 with their ‘Strap
line’, “Processing the World’s Crops”. With over 80% of their business being overseas, have
a look at their website: www.alvanblanchgroup.com for a fascinating look at the local
family owned business.

We have other visits planned for the Summer, including in May to a Sheep Milking flock
at Aldbourne, near Marlborough and before that in April a talk by Nigel Durnford, who
runs two flocks of sheep, a Texel flock for producing terminal Rams for prime lamb
production, and Shropshire sheep for grazing amongst trees, and not eating them! But
Nigel had a lifetime career as a Diseases of Animals Inspector with Wiltshire and
Gloucestershire County Councils.

If you are interested in joining us, even if you are not a farmer, as like the Young Farmers
Club, we cover other countryside interests, either come on the 8th April at 2.00pm to the
Village Hall, or give us a call to find out more.

Bob Blanden (Chairman) 07860689391 / 01666860308 or bob@blanden.co.uk

Julie Taylor (Secretary/Treasurer) 01666823711 / 07549940228

The group at Alvan Blanch
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COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH –
VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED

As many Charlton residents will be aware,
the village runs a Community Speed Watch
(CSW) team of volunteers which operates
with Wiltshire Police to monitor the speed
of vehicles travelling through the village.  At
present the Charlton CSW team consists of
seven volunteers operating under the
leadership of Anne Hodgkins and runs
about eight one-hour sessions [two per
week] every other month at randomly
selected times.  However, we would like to
recruit more volunteers to enable us to run
more sessions.
During each session, a team of three
monitors the traffic and records the details
of any vehicles travelling at 36 mph or more.
This information is passed to Wiltshire
Police who issue all speeding drivers with a
warning letter.  Drivers recorded at 46 mph
or more who live in Wiltshire receive a
personal visit from Wiltshire Police to
emphasise the seriousness of their
behaviour.
The information also serves to alert
Wiltshire Police  as  to  where  and when
they  can best

deploy their specialist Traffic Control staff
to back up the CSW’s activities with official
“speed traps”.  Charlton is consistently
towards the top of the county’s “speeding
tables” and the resulting Police speed traps
regularly catch some speeders.
If you would like to join the Charlton CSW
Team, please contact either Anne Hodgkins
(01666 825248; email:
annedhodgkins248@btinternet.com) or
James Robbie ( 01666 823340; email:
jamescrobbie@gmail.com).

James Robbie

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR MAY 10TH
On May 10th, Charlton will be busy, as announced in the last issue of the Parish Chat,
with the main focus being a World Record being attained at the Church (sound proofing
will reduce the normal volume) for the most number of Bell Ringers going through a Tower
in a 12 hour period. As it is a Groundfloor ring, we can have a swift changeover, so there is
the possibility of having several hundred ringing, with 6 at a time, for 5 minutes. There will
be a Mobile Belfry at the Village Hall where local non ringers will be able to come and
‘have a go’. There will be refreshments  and parking there, as we will have a road closure
notice for Park Street (except for residents and their guests), so as to prevent it being too
congested.
We will need Volunteers to help the whole event run smoothly, so please, if you are able to
give a few hours of your time on Saturday May 10th, we would be very grateful, and you
will be rewarded with food, a big smile and a thank you from me. So can even those that
have already offered verbally to help, either email me at: bob@blanden.co.uk  or  give me a
call and have a chat on 07860689391.
Many thanks from, All the Charlton Bell Ringers.          Bob Blanden - Tower Captain.
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With the recent changes to the members of
the Charlton Recreational Committee, there
are still some vacancies left. If you have
some spare time and skills that could be
used to help the wider local community,
please get in touch with any of the
committee members or send an email to
charltonhall22@gmail.com.

For those that have used the hall and field
since the end of February you will have
noticed that there has been some safety
work carried out to the trees on the bank by
the zip wire. Using a local tree surgeon
(Ryan Jackson), we have removed the dying
and dangerous trees along the bank as well
as strimming the bank itself. You will also
have seen that we have replaced the carpark
light and stanchion that fell down in the
storms at the end of 2024. As a gentle
reminder, we would ask that only hall hirers
or people using the local playing field use
adjoining car park. If you want to use the
car park overnight, please gain the
committees approval by sending an email to
the gmail account above.

Its great to see that the hall continues to be
used by numerous clubs...

CHARLTON RECREATIONAL CENTRE

The amount of fitness clubs using the hall,
we must have one of the healthiest
communities in the UK!   We are looking to
hold a spring hall quiz. Information will be
released as plans solidify, however we look
forward to seeing you there!

We are still looking at improving the lights
in the hall, however we also have a small
amount of money to spend on improving or
enhancing the childrens play area. We
would appreciate any ideas you may have
on this subject.

We are still looking for volunteers to assist
in any future use of the hall as an
emergency hub, so please don’t hesitate in
adding your name to a standby list. We are
also looking for some ‘green fingered’
volunteers to assist in maintaining the
small area outside the front of the hall. If
you are interested please get in touch with
the hall committee.

The committee would like to thank those of
you who are cleaning your dog mess up
from the field and surrounding areas. Your
continued support is greatly appreciated.

The Charlton 150 club still has some spare
tickets. So if you would like the opportunity
to support the hall whilst also being in
with a chance of winning a monthly cash
prize, please speak to the committee
members or send an email to
150clubcharlton@gmail.com.

April – October 2025
Charlton Church is Open!

The Church Wardens and PCC are pleased to announce after the
clocks change on March 30th the church will be open every

Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 4pm.

If you wish to visit at other times – please ring 07909 911753.
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Hi there

This is Cathy Carroll from the North
Wiltshire Villages Flower Club. We are
looking to have an Easter Practice session
at Crudwell Village Hall at 1.30 for 2 pm. We
hope you will come. Then I want to tell you
that on 16th April we have Jenny York with
her designs called “Out of Africa”. Jenny
was a diplomat and speaks very well about
flowers which we will raffle at the end.

While on May 13th we are joining with
Wootton Basset Flower Club to visit
Salisbury Cathedral Flower Festival.  You
are welcome to join us for a small fee.  We
meet at 8.30 in the carpark at Crudwell
Village Hall for the coach.

North Wiltshire Villages Flower Club
There will also be cars
available and there is
plenty of parking space.
Do let us know if you
want to come.

We normally meet every
3rd Wednesday of the
month at 7pm for 7.30
start.

We have free tea/coffee and cake at the end.
We are a friendly group of people who just
love flowers.

If you want to check up on us you can do so
on Facebook:
htpps://www.facebook.com/northwiltshirev
illagesflowerclub

Charlton Churchyard
It’s time to remove all glass and pottery containers, Christmas
wreaths or artificial flowers from the graves and memorials.

Spring is on its way and very soon the churchyard grass will need to
be cut regularly.  To ensure that it is possible for those mowing the grass
to be able to do so safely and with minimum inconvenience the PCC request that all
glass and pottery containers are removed from the graves, including those buried in the
grass. If these concealed containers are struck by the mower or scythe, the resulting
fragments could injure not only, those working in the churchyard, but also visitors when
walking around the area.

Please also remove any remaining Christmas wreaths and artificial flowers.  We would
ask that all non-compostable materials are taken away with you. Only compostable plant
and flower debris should be added to the compost heap.

The PCC take their responsibility to provide a safe working environment seriously and
any glass or pottery containers left on graves may be removed.

Thank you for your assistance in ensuring that our beautiful churchyard is a safe place
for all to enjoy.

The Churchwardens and PCC of Charlton Church
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Local Election...
Your vote counts!  Remember to apply for a postal or
proxy vote now if you are going to be away or unable
 to get to the polling station on 1st May.   To vote in
person if you do not have photo ID, you need to apply
 for a Voter Authority Certificate.  More information
 is on Wiltshire Council pages or contact the Electoral Services Team on 0300 456 0112.

Elections will take place for 98 Unitary Wiltshire Councillors and for the councillors in the
Parish and Town Councils in Wiltshire.

The key dates for the elections are: 
You have until midnight on Friday 11 April to register to vote if not already registered.
You have until 5pm on Monday 14 April to apply for a postal vote.
You have until 5pm on Monday 14 to change or cancel an existing postal or proxy vote.
You have until 5pm on Wednesday 23 April to apply for a new proxy vote
 (for someone to vote on their behalf).
You have until 5pm on Wednesday 23 April if they want to apply for a Voter Authority
Certificate (if they don't have photo ID).
Polls are open on Thursday 1 May from 7am - 10pm
Election results confirmed Friday 2 - Saturday 3 May

I am standing again for Brinkworth Division on Wiltshire
Council.  I thank you for giving me the honour of serving
our wonderful communities for the last four years.

Elizabeth Threlfall,  Wiltshire Councillor for Brinkworth
Division, Tel: 07778 110 936

Coffee Mornings @ Charlton Village Hall

10.30am on Mondays:
 7th April, 12th May

and 2nd June

All are welcome, young or old.
£1 Charge

Do ring me if you want a lift. Anne,    823719 

Funds raised support Charlton Recreational Centre 279819
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A  message from our Rector, Rev’d Bob Molton
Where’s the Body?

Luke 24 vs 1-2
There is abundant evidence that Jesus lived & died. Few would dispute this. The more
provocative question is whether he died & lived. If Jesus rose from the dead, as millions of
Christians declare every Easter, then we must accept all that He said. But, “If he didn’t rise from
the dead …why worry about any of what he said. The issue on which everything hangs is not whether or
not you like his teaching, but whether or not he rose from the dead.” (Timothy Keller)
Jesus had said he would die and rise from the dead after 3 days. This was well known and is the
reason guards were assigned by the authorities to watch the tomb, with a seal set. (Matthew
27:66)

What happened next has been debated for 2,000 years.

In our text, on the day after the Sabbath, the women go to the tomb with spices, to finish
anointing Jesus’ body. To their shock, they find the stone rolled away and the body gone.

Suggestions have been made that Jesus didn’t really die but came to his senses and somehow
got out of the tomb; that the disciples went to the wrong tomb, that someone else removed the
body and that reports of his subsequent sighting were a case of mass hallucination.

You will probably have your own perspective on this. I find it fascinating to look at how the
disciples responded in the weeks and years that followed.

They were transformed people. The timidness and fear that had caused them to abandon Jesus
or betray him, that had them trembling behind closed doors, vanished. They were emboldened,
they declared unequivocally that they had seen Jesus alive.

Doubters suggest they lied and spread the rumour that Jesus had been raised from the dead for
some agenda of their own. Some agenda! Chuck Colson who went to prison for his part in  the
Watergate Scandal, points out that,  ‘Jesus’ disciples were willing to be ostracized, beaten,
persecuted, and all but one of them suffer a martyr’s death’.
And liars always get found out!

Colson goes on to say of himself and his co-conspirators,

There were no more than a dozen of us. Could we maintain a cover-up to save the president? Consider
that we were political zealots. We enjoyed enormous political power and prestige. With all that at stake,
you’d expect us to be capable of maintaining a lie to protect the president… But we couldn’t do it…
Christ’s disciples, by contrast, persevered boldly with their story, ‘without ever [once] renouncing
their conviction that they had seen Jesus bodily resurrected?’
This deserves consideration.

The only explanation which makes any sense at all is that Jesus really did rise from the dead.
And this is a life-changing, hope-filled message! It is the message of the Gospels.

If you have not ever or recently read one of the Gospels -  I encourage you to do so.

Matthew, Mark, Luke or John, can each be read in a couple of hours with a good glass of wine or
a  few of cups of tea.

If you do one exciting and dangerous thing this Easter, I hope it won’t be base-jumping. I hope
it will be this!

Bob, Rector of Braydon Brook Benefice
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Service times for May will be posted on Notice Boards, when available.
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Charlton Village Hall Hire for parties, events, business hire, etc.

The Local rate is available to residents of Charlton, Hankerton & Garsdon

To enquire about using the Village Hall or Playing Field, whether for a one-off event or
regular booking please email us on enquiries@charltonvillagehall.co.uk or call Tracey
Hobbs on 07557 124628.

See: www.charltonvillagehall.co.uk/bookings/ for details of the current bookings and a
copy of the booking form and terms and conditions.

Special Events Package: All day booking, plus access to the premises from the middle of
the previous day to 10.00am the following day.   Use of all Hall facilities and a roped off
area outside.

Children’s Parties: 4 hours access to the Hall. 

Friday and Saturday Evenings: Access to the Hall from 6.00pm to midnight.
All other event and party bookings are chargeable by the hour. The hirer should request a
booking that covers their total occupancy of the Hall (i.e. including setting and clearing
up).

Event Type Deposit Charge (Local*) Charge (Other)

Special Event £100 £450 £550

Children’s Party £50 £35 £55

Friday or Saturday Evening £100 £100 £150

Other Events £50 £10 per hour £15 per hour

Charlton Recreational Centre -
150 Club Monthly Prize Draw Winners

February March
1st S.Baffour 1st R.Baker
2nd A.Hodgkins 2nd B.Kibble
3rd B.Withers 3rd K.Heming

Our thanks to all current ticket holders for supporting the Charlton Recreational Centre.
The last draw for the 2024 tickets will be in April, so now is the time to  renew for 2025.
We would also like to welcome any new subscribers.
An annual ticket is £20 and your number will be entered into each monthly draw for a
chance to win a £20, £30 or  £50 prize.
So if you would like to support the upkeep and improvement of the village hall and its
facilities then please email

150clubcharlton@gmail.com 
or call Tracey on 07557 124628 to reserve tickets .
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  If you would like to advertise in the Chat, please see page 1….

“Manuscript Treasures“Manuscript Treasures“Manuscript Treasures
from Medievalfrom Medievalfrom Medieval
Malmesbury”Malmesbury”Malmesbury”

An afternoon talk by our local historian.
Tony McAleavy will discuss the manuscripts
that survive from the medieval Library of
Malmesbury Abbey. The Library was
dispersed at the time of the Dissolution and
much was lost but it is possible to track
down over thirty surviving manuscripts
which include some masterpieces of
medieval art.
19 Mar 2025 | 2.30pm | Rausing Building
£7 (includes tea and cake)
Tickets are available on the museum’s
website and in the Athelstan Museum shop.
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HELEN SUNDERLAND
GARDEN DESIGN
 

For all aspects of garden design,
construction, planting and
management.

 

                     20 years experience
                No project too big or small
Please contact 07778 529421 or email
helen@mrmcgregors.com

 Holiday cottages
available

for short breaks,
weekends

and weekly
bookings. Also

Bed & Breakfast
accommodation.

 

Contact Ruth Baker
 01666 577274 

Centrally Heated Holiday
home for hire located on
Cornwall/Devon border
sleeps up to 6 people

 (1 Double, 2 Twin
bedrooms).

Short Breaks available
All Electricity Included

Swimming Pools on site
Bar & Restaurant on site

For more information:
Call Bob on 01666 860308

www.23manorcombe.co.uk

James Hutton
Motor mechanic
Email:
james13.hutton@outlook.com

Cowage Farm
Foxley, SN16 0JH

Tel: 07568193062
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Foxley Plumbing & Heating 
Oil Boiler Installation, Servicing And Repairs

Oil Tank Replacement
Heating Installation And Repairs

Bathroom Installations
Unvented Cylinder Systems

No Job Too Small

Tim Hibbard 

Malmesbury (01666) 822863
Mobile 07966 462202
Email     foxleyph@gmail.com  
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Who’s who 
Rector Revd Bob Molton 848684
Associate Minister Revd Sarah Wyman       577159
Licensed Lay Minister Richenda Milton-Daws      824029
Licensed Lay Minister Rachel Swatton 861035
PCC Churchwarden/Treasurer Marion Adkins 07909 911753
Associate Churchwarden Kate Badcock 822252
Captain of bell ringers Bob Blanden 860308
Secretary of bell ringers Christopher Daws 824029
Church organist Megan Mills 823840
Village Hall booking Tracey Hobbs 07557 124628
Charlton newsletter Peter Holland    823719

Charlton Parish Councillors:
Tom Blanden       charltonchairman@gmail.com 860308
Marion Adkins 824684
Lord Suffolk        Earl.Suffolk@CharltonPark.Estate
Philip Baffour 822721
Elizabeth Garforth-Bles 824380
David Rawlings 826654
Hannah Piet 824650
Philip Thompson 825482
Jennifer Walker 823228

Parish Council Clerk:
Michael Bromley-Gardner      clerk@charltonnorthwilts-pc.gov.uk 07972 266767

or mrbg1@outlook.com

The Parish Office
The Old Squash Court, Holloway,

Malmesbury, SN16 9BA
Administrator: Kath Tallboys
Office: 01666 825019,   opening hours:

 Monday and Wednesday   9.00am -
4.00pm and Friday 9.00am -3.30pm

or: bbbandgb@gmail.com .

Rector:                            01666 848684.
Associate Minister:   01666 577169.

Contact us for wedding or baptism inquiries
and other matters regarding the Braydon
Brook Group (Ashley, Charlton, Crudwell,
Hankerton, Minety & Oaksey).

Useful Websites:

The Village Hall website is at:
www.charltonvillagehall.co.uk 

The Parish Council website is at: 
www.charltonnorthwilts-pc.gov.uk

Charlton Church website is at:
www.braydonbrook.co.uk

Also see the Charlton Community
Hub on Facebook.




