MINUTES OF CHARLTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 5 NOV 19


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF CHARLTON PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Tuesday 5 November 2019 at 7pm in Charlton Village Hall
Present:  Cllrs Anne Hodgkins (Chair), Marion Adkins, Liz Garforth-Bles, Hannah Piet, Philip Thompson, Jenny Walker, Robert Whitworth; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); Wiltshire Cllr Toby Sturgis (Items 1, 2 and 2a only); no member of the public.
1.
Apologies.  Cllr Viscount Andover, Philip Baffour.  
2.
Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  None.
2a.
Wiltshire Council Update.  Toby Sturgis gave a brief update then left the meeting.
3
Declarations of Interest.  Marion Adkins informed Cllrs that as PCC Treasurer she would explain but not vote on the question of the churchyard upkeep payment – which was in any case already authorized through the budget process at the start of the year.
4
Urgent Items at Chair's Discretion. News of BT’s intent to close the telephone box had arrived after the agenda had been issued; it would be taken after Item 10.  The Chair would add a CSW update to the SID item.  News on the Stonehill sub-station battery array had arrived this morning; it would come under the Precept item.
5.
Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the PC meeting of 3 Sep 19, having been circulated in advance, were approved and signed.  There were no outstanding actions.  The B4040 dead trees had been removed by the Highways trees contractor at no cost, and the Brickell legacy bulbs action was complete – all spent and all planted.
6.
Finance.  The RFO handed out a written summary of the account, showing the current balance as £12,454 and the balance after this meeting’s payments as £10,137.  She highlighted the large increase in the Village hall insurance charge explained as due to loss of No Claims Discount; there was short discussion about a previous PC intent to limit this payment to £1000; then the PC agreed to the full payment.  There was also short discussion about the annual payment towards churchyard upkeep; this was justified for 2 reasons:  if the churchyard was closed the PC would be required to provide land for the burial of parish residents; and all residents had the right of burial in the churchyard therefore why should only churchgoers contribute to the churchyard upkeep; the payment was agreed. The following payments were authorized:
· Cheque 473, £139.45, de Jager and Sons for bulbs.
· 474, £225, Green Square Developments for one SID training course.

· 475, £107.74, Vesey UK Ltd, football training aids for the Recreation Centre (from BKV 2018 prizemoney).

· 476, £100, Royal British Legion.

· 477, £1,109.57, Village Hall insurance.

· 478, £25, Neil Medland for war memorial grass-cutting.

· 479, £750, PCC for contribution towards churchyard upkeep.

7.
Wilts Council Update.  See Item 2a.
8.
VE Day 75.  The 75th anniversary of VE day is being commemorated 8-10 May 2020.  If the PC is to organize anything for the parish a decision would be needed at the January meeting to inform the March APM.  It was decided that the Clerk should approach the pub as to whether they would like to lead on some form of celebration, given the ‘Raise a Glass’ element of the planned commemoration.  It was also decided that, despite the recent decision to remove poppy wreaths at Easter, in 2020 they should be left until after VE Day 75.









   Action:  Clerk
9.
Speed Indicator Device (SID).  Wilts Council were working on the drawings and underground utility searches.  One of our 2 volunteers was due to attend a SID course on 12 Nov.  The Clerk had submitted a request to the CATG (next meeting 3 Dec 19) for support with the cost of the Wilts Council work; the CATG could not support either the SID cost or the training costs.  Anne Hodgkins reported about Auto Speedwatch:  to replace people standing beside the road, this device would photograph speeding vehicles; the Area board had decided to purchase 2 to trial them; no detail on process was yet known.  The CSW team was a little short-handed due to health problems and a recruiting drive may be needed at next year’s APM.  In recent months about 1 in 11 vehicles was a speeder, the average speed of speeders was 39.5mph and the top speed recorded had been 57mph.
10.
WW1 Trees – Replacement.  The Clerk explained that 2 local farmers had independently advised him that despite the recent rain the ground remained very dry at about 4 inches down, and that therefore he had not attempted to plant the replacement trees yet.  He was talking to Chairman Recreation Centre about planting and protection.  Due to the delay in planting he had not yet actioned the plaque, but he handed out his draft words for the plaque and asked for any feedback.  Afternote:  an additional point - in case any Cllr doesn’t know, the chestnut tree has been removed by the Estate since the last PC meeting.








   
   Action:  Clerk
11.
BKV £200 and Plaque.  The brass plaque – possibilities for where to put it were: in the bus shelter, in the telephone box if it is closed and if we then ‘adopt’ it, and outside the Village Hall.  It was decided to ask the Recreation Centre if it could go on the Village Hall outside wall.







Action:  Anne Hodgkins
The £200 – a possibility was giving it to the Recreation Centre to help with establishing a wild-flower bank; the decision was to keep it on hold potentially to be put towards a new door for the telephone box if it is closed by BT and if we decide to ‘adopt’ it.    Action:  RFO
12.
Telephone Box.  BT had again listed Charlton’s telephone box for closure since there had been no calls made in the last year (along with 70 other such low-usage pay-phones in Wiltshire).  This had last occurred in 2016 when we had successfully made the case to retain it.  It was decided to again make the case to retain it, given the reliability of land-line phones compared with mobiles there.  It was to be a subject at the APM.








 

  
   Action:  Clerk
13.
Precept 2020/21 – 1st Look.  The RFO introduced a draft budget for the year ahead.  The Tax Base had increased by 1.76% so that if the Precept were left unchanged Band D householder payments would reduce by 62p to £35.14, or if householder payments were left unchanged the PC’s income would increase by £150 to £8650.  There was discussion about the news just arrived that the battery array to the south of the Stonehill sub-station was to go ahead and that the PC would receive £1000 per year index-linked (formal notification not yet received so not yet to be publicly discussed).  A decision was needed on next year’s precept at the Jan meeting.
14.
Planning.  Planning Applications considered since the last meeting: None.  Planning Applications decided by Wilts Council since the last meeting:  Tree Preservation Order at Cockroost Farm confirmed.  Cockroost Farmhouse new 3-bed dwelling Outline application – withdrawn.  
.  
15.
Cllrs' Observations and Items for the Next Meeting.  For the next meeting – the possibility of replacing the historic hard-copy register of Members’ Declarations of Acceptance of Office at a potential cost in the order of £134.  

16.
Next Meetings.  7 Jan, 3 Mar (APM and short PC), 5 May, 7 Jul, 8 Sep, 3 Nov.  
The meeting closed at 8.42pm.
Chairman

