MINUTES OF CHARLTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 9 JAN 25

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF CHARLTON PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday 8 January 2025 at 7pm in Charlton Church
Present:  Cllrs Tom Blanden (Chairman), Marion Adkins, Philip Baffour, Liz Garforth-Bles, Hannah Piet, David Rawlings, Lord Suffolk, Philip Thompson, Jenny Walker; M Bromley Gardner (Clerk); one member of the public.
1.
Apologies.  Wilts Cllr Elizabeth Threlfall, at a Wilts Council full Council meeting.
2.
Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  None.
3.
Declarations of Interest.  Lord Suffolk declared his interest in Item 7.
4.
Urgent Items at Chairman's Discretion.  None.
5.
Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the PC meeting of 7 Nov 24, having been circulated in advance, were approved and signed.
6.
Finance.  The following payments were authorized: 
· 2024/x, £80, Sam Shelford, for War Memorial grass cutting.
· 2024/10, £2700, ElanCity, for the new SID.

· 2024/11, £494.82, ElanCity, for the repair to the first SID.
· 2024/12, £18, PCC of Charlton, for heating/lighting for this meeting.

After these payments the balance would be £18,408.05.

Additionally the PC agreed that, with the expected £235.20 transport/delivery charge missing off the SID repair invoice, if after the Clerk checks with ElanCity it becomes clear that it is due for payment, the RFO is authorized to pay it without further reference to the PC.  The PC also agreed to pay £18 for the use of the church, as a contribution to the heating and lighting; paid as shown above.
7.
Shindig Festival.  Simon Clarke and Rupert Bassadone of Shindig Festival addressed the meeting, about the Shindig Festival, and answered Cllrs questions.  They said that the Festival would like to extend free access on the Thursday to the parish residents.  They expected about 5000 paying customers this year, growing to about 8000 next year.  With their questions answered, the PC decided on no objection to the licencing request.









   Action:  Clerk
8.
Precept 2025/26 Part 1 - Baseline.  The RFO briefed on the Precept 2025/26.  The Tax Base had reduced to 243.61 (from 246.36) so householder charges would increase for the same precept as this year, by 1.13% or 46p; or with unchanged householder charges the PC income would reduce to £9888.13 (from £10,000).  There was discussion about the desired reserve with views expressed in both directions.




   
9.
Elm Hill Defib.  A defib had been requested for the Elm Hill area, since they were too far away to benefit, realistically, from the Village Hall defib.  Others in the parish rural area would potentially benefit from it also.  A quote from CHT (Community HeartBeat Trust) was: up-front payment £2016 of which £336 was VAT, with for their managed solution £135 + VAT per year (covers replacement of pads, battery, etc).  We would need to engage an electrician to wire it in to a power source.  It was expected that the Malmesbury League of Friends (MLOF) would grant £1500 towards the cost.
On this basis the PC agreed to provide a defib at Elm Hill.







   Action:  Clerk
10.
Community Emergency Hub.  Chairman had discussed the Emergency Hub with Village Hall Chairman.  Emergency kit would be purchased by PC, once PC had approved the Emergency Plan.
11.
New Arrivals Letter.  The PC decided not to pursue any smartening-up of the new arrivals letter but simply to present it as a single black on white word document with no frills.  Among other benefits this would be easiest to amend.  Copies could be printed only when needed.
12. 
SID Update.  The new 2nd SID had arrived and was working well.  The first SID had been repaired and was again working; it had had some battery power problems in the very low, grey winter skies but after a realignment of the solar panel was working well again.  The Chairman requested a read-out of data for the 2nd SID at the next meeting. 










        Action:  David Rawlings
13.
PC Elections.  Wilts Council were now to recover a share of the 1 May election cost.  A full election would cost Charlton PC (375 electors) an estimated £750.  An unopposed election might cost £160.  The Clerk would put out an email to Cllrs about the elections as well as briefing on them at the March meeting. 


Action:  Clerk
14.
Highways Update.  The Clerk had included the subject in case anything new came from the LHFIG on our 2 requested issues, but there was nothing new to report.
15.
Precept 2025/26 Part 2 – Decision.  The PC decided to leave householder payments unchanged and accept a reduced precept of £9888. 

   Action:  Clerk
16.
Emergency Plan.  The Chairman announced that he had volunteered to take on the drafting of an Emergency Plan.  He would send an email to all Cllrs in the near future.     









       Action: Chairman
17.
PC Facebook Page.  The Chairman proposed that Charlton PC should run a Facebook page for communication with the residents.  Only nominated people would be allowed to post on it (although anyone could comment on posts).  The PC agreed.










      Action:  Chairman
18.
Defib Training 2025.  The Clerk had booked defib training on Sat 29 Mar at 9.30 am in the Village Hall.  Hankerton residents were being invited to join in.
   Action:  Clerk
19.
Planning.  Report on Planning Applications:
· Current applications:
· Old Well House – part retrospective – reduced height of gate and piers, 1.25m.
· Bisley House – variation of Condition 2 – plans – repositioning of pool and building.

•
Considered by the PC since the last meeting:

· Charlton Park House – gas tanks and meter cupboard – No Objection.
· 27 Park St – extension and alterations – No Objection.
· Bambury Hill Farm – LBC – replace door and windows – No Objection.

•
Decided by Wilts Council since the last meeting: 

· Charlton Park House (as above) – approved. 

· Minety Solar Farm variation of conditions – move SE access by 7m etc – approved.
· Land North of Queen St – approved.
•
Not yet decided: Land to East and South of Minety Substation (grid connection cable); 60 Bisley, holiday let Shepherds Hut; Pond Lane BESS cable route Part 1 (B4040 north); Bisley House, replacement garage; South Lodges Charlton Park, gas tanks and associated works; 27 Park St as above; Bambury Hill Farm LBC as above.

20.
Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  None.
21.
Dates of Next Meetings.  6 Mar, 15 May, 3 Jul, 4 Sep, 6 Nov.
The meeting closed at 8.30pm.
Chairman

