MINUTES OF CHARLTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 3 SEP 19


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF CHARLTON PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Tuesday 3 September 2019 at 7pm in Charlton Village Hall
Present:  Cllrs Marion Adkins (Chair), Philip Baffour, Liz Garforth-Bles, Jenny Walker, Robert Whitworth, Viscount Andover; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); Wiltshire Cllr Toby Sturgis (Items 1 and 2 only); no member of the public.
1.
Apologies.  Cllrs Anne Hodgkins, Hannah Piet, Wilts Council Cllr Toby Sturgis.  
2.
Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  None.
3
Declarations of Interest.  None.
4
Urgent Items at Chair's Discretion. None.
5.
Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the PC meeting of 2 Jul 19, having been circulated in advance, were approved and signed.  There were no outstanding actions.
6.
Co-option to Fill PC Vacancy.  There was one volunteer for consideration for co-option to the PC.  The PC co-opted Philip Thompson unanimously.  He was present in the hall so took his seat directly, after signing his Acceptance of Office.
7.
Finance.  The RFO handed out a written summary of the account, showing the current balance as £12,629 and the forecast end-of-year balance as £4,609.  No payments were made.
8.
Wiltshire Council Update.  Not given – not attending.
9.
War Memorial Care and Treatment.  There had been no responses to the Chat item seeking views on the proposal to remove wreaths at Easter; the PC then decided to adopt that policy.  The PC considered the grass cutting arrangement and decided to offer £25 per year to Neil Medland.  Arrangements for cleaning the memorial before this year’s Remembrance Sunday would be left with Anne Hodgkins.
10.
Speed Indicator Device (SID).  The confirmed costings were now available from Highways.  Two volunteers and a possible 3rd had come forward.  The PC decided:

· to authorise Highways to proceed with drawings and underground utility searches. 

· To book 2 course places.

· Not to order the equipment until Highways report back that all is well. 









   
   Action:  Clerk
11.
WW1 Trees – Replacement.  The PC considered what to do about the loss of the WW1 Armistice commemorative trees planted in Nov last year.  The Clerk brought 2 trees to the Hall – one from the same batch as the originals, of which he had 4, the other being the one surviving original which he had nurtured after rescuing.  The PC decided to replace the trees, in the same place, with the trees the Clerk had; the  Clerk was to make recommendations about protection; and a plaque would be purchased so that all passers-by could see what the trees were – the Clerk was to suggest some words for the plaque and could spend up to £160.  It was also noted that the Diamond Jubilee oak also needed a plaque and the Clerk could spend up to £130 on that.  

   
   Action:  Clerk
12.
Best Kept Village Laurence Kitching Award – Presentation.  Charlton having come 1st in the Wiltshire Laurence Kitching ‘Winner of Winners’ award, arrangements for the presentation were needed.  Marion Adkins undertook to organise the refreshments – tea, coffee and biscuits.  The Clerk would put up notices.  Cllrs were encouraged to come if they could.  The Clerk regretted that he would be unable to attend.  In brief discussion on the use of the £200 prize, Jenny Walker suggested it be used to help the Village Hall keep the grass cut or to plant a wildflower bank; no other suggestions were made and the decision was deferred.
13.
Dead Trees on The Street - Update.  The Clerk announced that the Highways contractor had offered to remove the trees at no cost to the PC – he had accepted.
14.
Brickell Bulbs.  The PC decided that all the remaining money (about £132) should be used now as a 3rd and final tranche of bulbs.

 

Action:  Jenny Walker
15.
Website Accessibility - Update.  The Clerk informed the PC that no further advice had yet been seen.  After discussion the PC decided to leave things as they were.
16.
Remembrance.  The PC decided that the Chair should as usual lay a wreath at the war memorial on behalf of the PC, and that it should contribute £100 to the RBL.
17.
Planning.  Since the last meeting: Keeper’s Cottage Pond Lodge, Cockroost Farmhouse – no objection. Decided by Wilts Council since the last meeting: Queensgate Park St, Keeper’s Cottage Pond Lodge – approved; Duck Barn holiday cabin – refused.  
18.
Cllrs' Observations and Items for the Next Meeting.  For the next meeting – VE Day 75 and a location for the BKV/LK plaque.
19.
Next Meetings.  5 Nov.  Proposals for 2020:  7 Jan, 3 Mar (APM and short PC), 5 May, 7 Jul, 8 Sep, 3 Nov.  
The meeting closed at 8.42pm.
Chairman

