MINUTES OF CHARLTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 2 JUL 19


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF CHARLTON PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday 2 July 2019 at 7pm in Charlton Village Hall
Present:  Cllrs Anne Hodgkins (Chairman), Marion Adkins, Liz Garforth-Bles, Jenny Walker, Robert Whitworth, Viscount Andover; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); Wiltshire Cllr Toby Sturgis (Items 1 and 2 only); no member of the public.
1.
Apologies.  Cllrs Philip Baffour, Hannah Piet.  Anne Hodgkins told the meeting that Angela Hodgson had resigned.
x.
Wilts Cllr Toby Sturgis spoke briefly.  Baroness Scott was standing down as Council Leader next week and Cllr Philip Whitehead had been elected to replace her.

2.
Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  None.
3
Declarations of Interest.  None.
4
Urgent Items at Chairman's Discretion. Angela Hodgson’s retirement left the Footpaths portfolio vacant.  Liz Garforth-Bles and Robert Whitworth volunteered to look after it jointly, the former to contact Angela Hodgson to obtain the maps etc.









    Action:  Liz Garforth-Bles
5.
Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the PC meeting of 9 May 19, having been circulated in advance, were approved and signed.  There were no outstanding actions.
6.
Finance.  The balance was £12473.60.  The RFO asked whether Cllrs wanted a written account at each meeting – answer no.  The following payment was authorized:
· Cheque 472, £44.50, to the Clerk for 50% of the SSLC membership fee.
7.
War Memorial Care and Treatment.  Anne Hodgkins led the discussions.
· Cleaning.  She had carried out a test clean with plastic brush and plain water and showed ‘before and after’ photographs, and as a result she thought this was all that was needed.  She suggested a clean before Remembrance Sunday and a brush-up to keep moss at bay when the wreaths are removed.

· Wreath Removal.  Lord Suffolk was in full agreement with the proposal to remove wreaths at Easter.  Now – consult the parish through the Chat.  
   Action:  Clerk
· Grass.  Grass cutting by the Estate hadn’t gone perfectly.  The Clerk was to talk to Neil Medland about the possibility (only) of resuming as before, also to the Farm Manager about cutting the grass twice per month. 


   Action:  Clerk
8.
Speed Indicator Device (SID).  Anne Hodgkins led the discussions based on her ppt brief issued before the meeting then moving on to asking what the PC appetite was for risk in stretching the Wilts Council rules.  There was general support for having a SID with varying views expressed on risk. It was agreed that the following actions were needed:

· Find out cost of contractors to move the SID.
· Look for volunteers to attend training and then be responsible for moving the SID.

· Request formal Wilts Highways survey of Locations 1 South and 2.

· Inform relevant two householders about the possible plans. 
   
   Action:  Clerk
9.
Dead Trees on The Street.  The PC agreed that quotes for removing both trees, including root removal, should be sought.



 
   Action:  Clerk
10.
Risk Review.  The Risk Register was reviewed and amendments agreed, covering the Defibrillator and wear and tear on the War Memorial.

 
   Action:  Clerk
11.
New Highways Improvements System.  The Clerk informed the PC of the new system for members of the public requesting Highways improvements, in which instead of merely being consulted the PC was now to ‘run’ the request from start to finish.
12.
Website Accessibility.  The Clerk informed the PC about new legislation requiring Public Sector Bodies’ websites to be fully accessible to all including the disabled.  Our website could not be developed so if it was not compliant our only real option would be to pay for a new website.  We now awaited promised advice from the SLCC.
13.
Best Kept Village (BKV)/Village Clean-up.  The clean-up had been scheduled for Sat 6 Jul, 10am at the Village Hall.
14.
WW1 Trees Update,  The Clerk reported that he had nothing to report as he had not yet had time to replace the tree guards with stronger models.
15.
VE Day 75.  Anne Hodgkins said that the PC should start to think about what to do on the occasion of this national celebration next year, 8-10 May.  It was known that Church bells were part of the planned programme (7pm, Fri 8 May) and the PC thought that the Charlton bell-ringers would be alerted on the bell-ringing ‘net’.

16.
Broadband Update.  The Clerk reminded Cllrs about the email he had forwarded on, showing that Gigaclear had reached the stage of programming work in the village to excavate roads and install fibre cabling, involving road closures, in the period late-Nov to early-Feb.  Although only inside the village so far, it could be taken as encouraging that it could at last be starting and that it would extend to outer areas in the parish at some point.
17.
Community Speed Watch (CSW) Update.  Anne Hodgkins reported that the CSW signs were now up, and that during May the team had conducted 8 sessions spread over 4-5 days including their first Sunday.  On several occasions they had recorded the same vehicle speeding more than once in the month, and on one occasion had recorded the same vehicle twice in one session, once in each direction.  Average speed of speeders was 39.75 mph, and about 10% of vehicles are speeding of which 10% speeders are at excessive speeds (over 45 mph).
18.
Planning.  Since last meeting: Queensgate, Park St, single storey side extension – no objection. Decided by Wilts Council since the last meeting:  Oakley Farm bungalow – approved.
14.
Cllrs' Observations and Items for the Next Meeting.  The Chair reported that she would probably be away for the next meeting, and Marion Adkins, Deputy Chair, reported that she may be.  For the next meeting – final instalment of the Brickell legacy.
15.
Next Meetings.  3 Sep, 5 Nov.  
The meeting closed at 8.45pm.
Chairman

