
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF CHARLTON PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday 9 May 2019 at 7 pm in Charlton Village Hall
Present:  Cllrs Marion Adkins (Chairman, Items 1 and 2), Anne Hodgkins (Chair, Item 3 onward), Philip Baffour, Liz Garforth-Bles, Angela Hodgson, Hannah Piet, Jenny Walker, Robert Whitworth, Viscount Andover (from Item 14); M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); Wilts Cllr Toby Sturgis (Items 1 and x only); no members of the public.

1.
Apologies.  Nil.
x.
Wilts Council Update.  Cllr Toby Sturgis spoke briefly and answered a couple of questions, of which the main one was to explain that Wilts Council had no plan to introduce food waste collections.
2.
Election of Chair.  Anne Hodgkins was nominated (there were no other nominations), agreed to stand, and was unanimously elected Chair.

3.
Election of Deputy Chair.  Marion Adkins was nominated (there were no other nominations), agreed to stand, and was unanimously elected as Deputy Chair.

4.
Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  None.
5.
Declarations of Interest.  Anne Hodgkins reminded the meeting that she was a Trustee and the Secretary of the Recreation Centre Committee.
6.
Urgent Items at Chair's Discretion.  None.
7.
Allocation of Portfolios for 2018/19.  Philip Baffour stood down as RFO after 10 years in the role; Noticeboards also changed.
· RFO – Marion Adkins
· Recreation Centre – Jenny Walker

· Rights of Way – Angela Hodgson
· Community Speedwatch – Anne Hodgkins
· Patients Group/PCT – Jenny Walker

· Area Board – Hannah Piet
· Parish magazine – Marion Adkins
· Neighbourhood Watch – Marion Adkins

· Traffic and Highways – Clerk

· Noticeboards – Philip Baffour
8.
Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 7 Mar 19, having been circulated in advance, were approved and signed.  There were no outstanding actions.
9.
Exemption from External Audit.  In accordance with Sect 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015, the PC declared that the PC was exempt external audit, since both gross annual income and expenditure are below £25,000.
10.
Approval of 2018/19 Annual Governance Statement.  After handing out photocopies of all the papers the Clerk took the meeting through the Annual Governance Statement point by point and the PC decided that all points had been covered and that the Chairman should sign it.

11.
Approval of 2018/19 Accounts.  The Clerk took the PC through the 2018/19 accounts and the Accounting Statements. Robert Garforth Bles had conducted the Internal Audit.  The Parish Council approved the accounts and the Accounting Statement was signed.   
12.
Insurance.  The insurers had offered a 3-year ‘fix’ at a 5% discount.  This ‘fix’ would not cover such as if the Government increased Insurance Premium Tax, if the PC wished to increase the cover, etc.  The PC agreed to accept this.
13.
Finance.  There was £12939.17 in the account, the precept having been paid in.  The following payments were authorised: 
· cheque number 469, £264.72, to Community First - insurance.

· 470, £179.38, WALC membership.

· 471, £21.47, to Clerk for APM refreshments.

14.
War Memorial and Wreaths Care and Treatment.  Anne Hodgkins led on this item from her briefing note issued to all Cllrs.  The PC agreed the following decisions:

· Anne Hodgkins should carry out a small test clean of a small area using water and a non-metallic brush.  Robert Whitworth offered to help. 
       Action:  Anne Hodgkins
· Wreaths should be removed approximately at Easter/as the daffodils were appearing, but that the first step was, initially, to consult Lord Suffolk, and then to consult residents through the Chat after confirmation at the July meeting.









      Action:  Clerk with Chair
· The PC agreed that the wire retaining the wreaths should be replaced by a less damaging material, such as garden twine, and that a free-standing holder was worth consideration, although it would cost money.

· Lord Andover offered to ensure that the grass was cut monthly from April to October.  It might be necessary to ensure a cut just before Remembrance Day.  Periodic clearing of grass cuttings off the memorial was also needed. Action:  Lord Andover
· We should update the War Memorials Online website to show the PC as custodian of the memorial.







   Action:  Clerk
15.
Speed Indicator Device (SID).  The Clerk had produced a briefing document.  There was discussion about the Wilts Council policy which saw SIDs as temporary only and needing streetworks accreditation to deploy and move, and about the risks of not complying.  Decisions were:  the PC wished to continue to consider the possibility of acquiring a SID, to approach neighbouring PCs about the possibility of sharing, and to get Highways started on identifying the exact locations for a SID in the village, including the B4040 and possibly Vicarage Lane. 





   Action:  Clerk
16.
Village Clean-up/Best Kept Village (BKV).  BKV judging this year would be in the period 1-31 July so this was the last PC meeting before then.  Sat 22 Jun (John Rycroft Memorial Service) and Sat 29 Jun (Village Hall Summer Bash) might be problematic dates for a general village clean-up.  Two trees on The Street between the Village Hall and the pub looked as if they had died; the Clerk would mention these in the BKV entry form.  The Clerk would liaise with Jane Tsabet about BKV preparations.


   Action:  Clerk
17.
World War 1 Trees Update.  The trees had suffered some minor disruption with their bamboos being removed and one tree had possibly been cut with secateurs.  The Clerk had replaced the bamboos and had 4 reserve trees cultivated at home which could replace any which died.  The Clerk would follow-up with the Estate Farm Manager over the intended mulching around the trees and the removal of the old chestnut tree.  The PC agreed that the Clerk could spend up to £20 without further reference to the PC to get tree guards and mulch mats.







   Action:  Clerk
18.
Future Meeting Dates.  Lord Andover had a personal/family problem with many of the future planned PC dates.  The PC decided to change the regular meeting day to a Tuesday, the first Tuesday of the month.





   Action:  Clerk
19.
Community Speed Watch Update.  Anne Hodgkins briefed the meeting.  The key point was that the new spreadsheet used by the Support Team calculates the average speed of speeders.  Recently the first recorded figure for Charlton had been 38mph..
20.
Planning Update.  Planning Applications considered since the last meeting:  Oakley Farm (incorrectly called Bullocks Horn Farm) PNCOU on second building, Oakley Farm (Bungalow) 1st floor extension, car port, 2 stables. Planning Applications decided at Wilts Council since the last meeting: Dairy Cottage variation – approved.    

21.
Cllrs' Observations and Items for the Next Meeting.  None.
22.
Next Meetings.  2 Jul, 3 Sep, 5 Nov.  
The meeting closed at 8.50pm.
Chairman

